






Hundreds of residents packed the P�’ia Commu-
nity Center on February 13 to speak out against 
a project that has been billed as a sustainable 
renovation project of the Old Maui High School. 
�e organization, TEACH (Techonology, Educa-
tion, Agriculture, Community and Health) be-
gan searching for groups in 2014 to repurpose 
the old campus in H�m�kuapoko and transform 
it into a community hub that would be used for 

regenerative agriculture, permaculture, campus housing, an education center, a conference fa-
cility, youth programs and camp, a museum, amphitheater, restaurant and centers for wellness, 
culture, technology and food innovation. 

�e project is estimated to cost about $50 million, with the County considering a low-priced, 
$1-a-year lease for 60 years. �roughout the nearly three hour meeting, community members ex-
pressed grave concerns regarding additional development to the North Shore green spaces, in-
creased tra�c in the area and unanswered questions surrounding the project. Sen. English, who 
was in attendance, expressed concerns after only hearing about the meeting a week prior. �I am 
actually leaving with a lot more questions than I came with,� said Sen. English. ��e real question 
is, who are they, what are they doing and what do they hope to accomplish? I still don�t know.�

�e Kaup� Community Association held its 
quarterly meeting on February 11 to share the 
recent news regarding the project to renovate 
and restore the old Kaup� School. Dozens of  
individuals, community leaders and organiza-
tions attended the meeting expressing support 
for the renovation project. Since the closure 
of the school in 1964, the buildings have been 
abandonded and no longer operation. However, 
in recent years, with strong leadership from the 
Kaup� Community Association, the community 
has rallied around the goal to transform and ren-
ovate both the classroom building and teachers 
cottage into a community center and a shelter 
to provide safety during storms, �oods, earth-
quakes and other emergencies. With strong 
support from Sen. English and other commu-
nity leaders, the preservation project received a 
Grant in Aid from the Legislature of $975,000, 
matched by County of Maui funds of $20,000 
and a preservation grant of $70,000 through the 
Historic Hawai’i Foundation. ��e school remains a signi�cant part of Kaup� as both a gathering 
place and a link to the community�s rich history,� said Sen. English. �I will continue to push for 
operations money, especially emergency preparedness funds.�
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