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Improving Our Emergency Medical Service
In many emergency medical situations, response time can mean the difference between life and death;
it is called the ‘golden hour’. Because of our remote location, patients in critical trauma on rural islands
are especially at risk. The County of Maui has only one full service acute care hospital - Maui Memorial
Medical Center, which can treat and stabilize most injuries. Some however, are severe enough to
require treatment from hospitals with specialized services in Honolulu. To ensure rapid patient delivery,
Maui County is in need of emergency helicopter services to complement emergency ground ambulance
and fixed-wing transport services. I co-sponsored Senate Bill (SB) 745, which appropriates funds to
expand critical emergency rapid transport, assists with an emergency “911” telephone system, improves
emergency medical service personnel training courses, coordinates the State system’s services in the
event of mass casualties, natural disasters, and establishes emergency aeromedical services throughout
the State, especially including rural communities. Click on the link or read the text of the bill at:
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessioncurrent/bills/sb745_sd2_.htm

Approved Bills Going to the Governor for Signature - ON THEIR WAY!
The following Senate Bills that I introduced have been approved by both Senate and House and will thus
bypass Conference Committee and go directly to the Governor. Read the text of the bills by clicking on the
links or visit the Capitol web site. Learn how, see the GET INVLOVED directions on page 2.
SB 319: Food waste recycling, county requirements established
SB 552: Relating to landowners’ liability
SB 554: Brown tree snakes; research for snake detector dogs (Signed into law April 7, 2003, Act 010)
SB 616: Hate crimes; enhanced criminal protection
SB 843: Conservation; safe harbor agreements; habitat conservation plans
SB 787: Relating to disaster leave, State and County employees
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